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AP Capstone: Seminar Summer Reading 2021 – 2022

Welcome to AP Seminar!  These summer assignments will help you to get in the correct mindset to approach all reading
and writing with an evaluative eye - a skillset you will utilize throughout the AP Capstone program.

“AP Seminar is an interdisciplinary course that encourages students to demonstrate critical thinking, collaboration, and academic research skills on topics of

the student’s choosing. To accommodate the wide range of student topics, typical college course equivalents include interdisciplinary or general elective

courses” (College Board).

This summer there are a few tasks that will prime your thinking for starting AP Seminar!

Task 1: Review the lense diagram to the
right .

The AP Seminar Course is founded on a
concept known as QUEST:

Question and explore

Understand and analyze

Evaluate multiple perspectives

Synthesize ideas

Team, transform, and transmit

This course is framed by the lenses
found to the right.  These lenses are
integral to the seminar course and are
used to support your task 1 and task 2
papers, which are major components of
your AP score.

Task 2: Read the news...both national
and international.   DUE to Schoology
by Thurs., Aug. 19th.

Use the list below of national and international news organizations (or locate your own) to locate two news articles (one
national and one international) of interest to you That relate to a topic in the chart above.  For each of the articles, you will:

● Print and annotate each article (see “Twelve Ways to Mark Up a Book” linked above).
● Create an MLA citation (works cited entry) for each article.  Click HERE for formatting.
● In at least one typed paragraph, under the citation:

○ Identify the different issues presented.
○ Discuss how each side presents its argument.
○ Discuss which side you feel is more convincing in its argument and why.
○ Utilize quotes from the articles for support.
○ We will discuss the exact format when class starts. The samples below have more than one paragraph. Right now

start the paragraph using the starter points below.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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Annotated Bibliography Citation Sample Sentence Starters:
This study is relevant to...... This article focuses on the.... This study explores the..... Z believes the..... Z provides

evidence for the..... The author provides explanations for the effects .... Z provides research, from several sources, affirming the
.....The author persuades...... Z claims....Z focuses on the problem of...... The author discusses the problem of..... The author
claims...... Z asserts that...Furthermore, the author recommends... Z suggests....Z argues....This article is of interest to me in that
it provides me with .....

Annotated Bibliography Example – 1 source:
Akos, P., Creamer, V. L., & Masina, P. (2004). Connectedness and belonging through middle school orientation.

Middle School Journal, 36(1), 43-50.

The researchers, along with university faculty, teachers, students, administrators, and staff from middle and high schools,
formed a transition team and created a transition program in North Carolina. The year-long transition program included
school tours, shadowing teachers, and an orientation program at the middle school at the beginning of the year. The
orientation might be the most significant part of their transition program and was designed to meet three student needs:
academic, social/personal, and organizational. The orientation provided several activities for students to satisfy these needs.
To placate their academic needs, students were provided agendas and showed how to utilize and viewed a video sixth
graders created about how to work in groups. To satiate students’ social/personal needs, students were able to build peer
relationships through team-building activities. To satisfy students’ organizational needs, students were taught how to use
combination locks on lockers, how to walk in the hall, use the restroom, and get lunch

Students and parents took a survey at the end of the third week to describe their perceptions. One hundred and
thirty-nine students, 70% of the students in the orientation program, and 32 parents, 16% of sixth-grade parents, took part in
the survey. The majority of students and parents agreed the orientation program was useful and the rules were clearly
explained. Students were generally happy with the results of the orientation. Parents cited meeting teachers as the most
beneficial part. Ten school staff members also took the survey and reported the program aided them in learning about their
students. Since higher connectedness leads to higher achievement, the researchers called for more research on student
achievement, student behavior, and attendance as a way to indicate students’ connectedness to middle school.

This study is relevant to my inquiry as I will be looking at student and teacher perceptions of the transition
from middle school to high school, specifically what ways schools can make the transition more developmentally
responsive. (320 words)

YOU WILL PRESENT YOUR NEWS SOURCES TO A SMALL GROUP OF YOUR PEERS EARLY IN THE SCHOOL YEAR.
Possible Sources:
➢ BBC News ( International)
➢ The Economist  (National)
➢ NPR  (National)
➢ Toronto Star  (International)
➢ Al Jazeera ( International)
➢ Wall Street Journal  (National)
➢ Associated Press ( International)
➢ The Guardian ( International)
➢ New York Times  (National)
➢ Washington Post  (National)

Use Purdue OWL’s online site for more information on MLA and APA citations.
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Task 3: Read:    DUE to Schoology by Thurs., Aug. 19th.

❏ Mindset: The New Psychology of Success by Carol Dweck. It is $10.99 on Amazon or at Half-Priced books, or try the
library.

Your Assignment: Do a close reading of the text. A close reading means to keep a pencil or pen in your hand as you read
and make notes in the margins, underline confusing and/or favorite passages, highlight interesting information, and
comment on significant language. You are expected to annotate every chapter. Use Post-It notes if you'd prefer not to
write in the book (especially if it's a library book!) Click HERE to review “12 Ways to Mark Up a Text.”

YOU WILL PRESENT YOUR CLOSE READING ANALYSIS AND ANNOTATIONS TO A SMALL GROUP OF YOUR
PEERS EARLY IN AUGUST.

I look forward to working with you throughout the year and helping you on your journey through AP Capstone!
Please email with any questions throughout the summer. We look forward to seeing you online August 10th! Happy reading! We will
discuss exact due dates then.

http://hwebbjr.typepad.com/openloops/2006/02/twelve_ways_to_.html

